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Frozen  food  locker  plants  operating  in  the  United  States  in  January  1959 
totaled  9,271.  This  is  a  decline  of  340  plants  from  last  year.  Iowa 
again  led  with  678  plants,  Minnesota  came  second  with  598,  and  Washington 
third  with  590  (table  1).  South  Dakota,  Wisconsin,  Texas,  and  Washington 
registered  the  greatest  decline  in  number  of  plants  --  63,  57,  37,  and 
36,    respectively. 

Table    1.    -   Locker  plant   count   by    States,    January    19591 


Alabama 

59 

Maine 

19 

Ohio 

332 

Arizona 

37 

Maryland 

39 

Oklahoma 

247 

Arkansas 

82 

Massachusetts 

27 

Oregon 

433 

California 

406 

Michigan 

271 

Pennsylvania 

27  3 

Connecticut 

37 

Minnesota 

598 

Rhode  Island 

5 

Colorado 

167 

Mississippi 

56 

South  Carolina 

48 

Delaware 

11 

Missouri 

405 

South  Dakota 

194 

Florida 

39 

Montana 

194 

Tennessee 

89 

Georgia 

80 

Nebraska 

454 

Texas 

417 

Idaho 

147 

Nevada 

16 

Utah 

114 

Illinois 

452 

New  Hampshire 

13 

Vermont 

31 

Indiana 

279 

New  Jersey 

43 

Virginia 

57 

Iowa 

678 

New  Mexico 

40 

Washington 

590 

Kansas2 

514 

New  York 

193 

West  Virginia 

16 

Kentucky 

87 

North  Carolina 

98 

Wisconsin 

539 

Louisiana 

39 

United 

North  Dakota 
States  total: 

242 
9,271 

plan 

Wyoming 
ts 

64 

This  count  does  not  Include  several  hundred   "Freezer  Food  Plan"  or   "Provlsloner"  enterprises 
not  operated  In  connection  with  locker  plants. 
1958  count  -   (1959  unavailable). 

As  has  been  the  case  for  several  years,  the  frozen  food  locker  industry 
is  changing  the  nature  and  scope  of  its  activities  from  custom  processing 
and  locker  rental  services  to  commercial  processing  and  merchandising  to 
home    freezer  users,    local    institutions,    and   small    retail    stores. 


Note:  Appreciation  Is  expressed  to  officials  of  State  Departments  of  Agriculture,  State  Exten- 
sion Service,  the  National  Institute  of  Locker  and  Freezer  Provlsloners,  and  State  locker 
associations  for  their  cooperation  In  providing  Information  to  Farmer  Cooperative  Service. 
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While  the  number  of  locker  plants  has  declined  by  about  2,300  since  the 
peak  year  of  1951,  many  hundreds  of  new  "Freezer  Provisioner"  or 
"Freezer  Food  Plan"  enterprises  have  been  established  during  recent 
years  (table  2)  .  The  volume  of  food  processed  and  sold  and  the  number 
of  customers  served  has  been  substantially  increased.  A  survey  made  in 
1958  of  2,500  locker  and  freezer  provisioning  plants  showed  that  these 
plants  had  estimated  total  sales  of  about  $400  million  in  1957  which  was 
45  percent  greater  than  the  total  sales  of  the  entire  industry  of  over 
10,800   plants    in    1954. 

Table    2.     -  Number    of   frozen    food   locker   plants,    1938-1959 


Year 

Total 
plants 

Year 

Total 
plants 

Year 

Total 
plants 

1938 

1,269 

1946 

8,025 

1953 

10 , 954 

1939 

1,861 

1947 

9,529 

1954 

10,854 

1940 

2,870 

1948 

10,617 

1955 

10,553 

1941 

3,623 

1949 

11,245 

1956 

10,344 

1942 

4,323 

1950 

11,569 

1957 

9,894 

1943 

4,559 

1951 

11,608 

1958 

9,611 

1944 

5,282 

1952 

11,427 

1959 

9,271 

1945 

6,484 

Net  zero  storage  space  in  locker  and  home  freezers  totaled  approximately 
169  million  cubic  feet  in  January  1958.  This  large  zero  storage  space 
is    capable    of  holding   at    one    time    about   5   billion   pounds    of   frozen    food. 

This  new  method  of  food  storage  enables  consumers  to  purchase  food  in 
large    quantities    and   to    take    advantage    of   seasonal   price   declines. 


Locker  and  related  freezer  provisioning  plants  play  an  important  role  in 
this  new  method  of  merchandising  of  frozen  food  in  wholesale  quantities 
to   locker    and  home    freezer  users. 
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